
September/October 2016

    Newsletter of the Mason-Dixon Chapter of the BCA

UPCOMING EVENTS -- MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Mason-Dixon chapter items are in   red  

2016
September 22-25 - Charlotte Autofair

Sunday, Sept 25 -  BOOM’s All Buick Show. The annual Buick Show at Boyle Buick-GMC, 3015 Emmorton 
Road,  Abingdon, MD.   Runs  9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.   For information, see flyer at the end of this newsletter 

September 28-October 2 – Fall Carlisle  (Collector Car Auction held Thurs. September 29 and Fri. September 30)

Sunday October 2  – PLEASE NOTE...CHANGE OF DATE.  Mason-Dixon Chapter Membership Meeting, 
3 p.m., Hoss’ Restaurant, West York, PA.  This was originally scheduled for September 25 th, but moved so 
members of our Chapter can attend the BOOM show.

October 5-8 – HERSHEY

Sunday, October 30 -   The “Free Spirit”  Chapter is  hosting the 40th Annual Old Car  Show & Flea Market. 
Kempton Community Recreation Center, 83 Community Center Drive, Kempton, Pa 19529.  Registration day of 
show, 8 am-12 noon.  Accepting all makes/models up to 1995. Show cars - $10.00, Car Corral - $11.00, Indoor Flea 
(15ft.  frontage) -  $25.00, Outdoor (20ft.  frontage) -  $12.00. Nine classes (1st,  2nd, 3rd) & Chapter Director’s 
Award.  HELD RAIN or SHINE!  www.buickfreespirit.org. Sally/Clarence, 610-377- 6130, csgetz@dtp.nett 

Thursday November 24 -  Frostbite Run, sponsored by the Historic Car Club of Pennsylvania – on the grounds of 
the Massey House in Broomall, PA.  A Thanksgiving morning tradition.

Sunday  November  27 –  Mason-Dixon  Chapter  Membership  Meeting,  3  p.m.,  Hoss’  Restaurant, 
Mechanicsburg, PA

Support your Buick Club events!  There are many car shows, but no others  
that focus specifically on our favorite marque.

  

The Porthole 
 

 

 

https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=pH6W1OIGIS967fDud3P7iT2NuFiD8r9ONfe8yDARLzjlvWnDFspZc62ZxamjtiqvuBXjw.UyBjNGYjIsNtlC4SJ3_nEoMtaNzD88pyy0pAcz31caDXw.eCo3l6TPP.7o2U2vupSgbLxj8_kuZjPYd3wyxwmlcqobDxRm54la9CGjk5U_f2qfVdFvlkzVIQpBAoQbtk0DoHDtehjN9v3qXYPqF_o1e.IZ9mqPz1wSeOHfYt6A8VLimlnxq6T8VvwXTGXdnt.tuvszb7qGt7Epea.MXh3RqrcMqbQ_J8nWjQJJYlaWGZqVSXNGTC6XM9zBTqpyNusDtTY7rNsk468jiYtMtY2mzf62b0sRsxGpXlSpscR7a.6sf7lmlNZ592xp4W76YAMBizGliodyDkv1jWCDQwYltQqvBIx7n.tsnDNMa2bRq0S1LHh3XP26ekXLzBBS40yASl4r2tIzSHM5thwoxcX7N6.FZNO3iZdwXC7i4uHtFjlj8Bv1_J8w1lhcd1.gLO7sN01FrdPmmwIh_YDTMHSk8XGG9sVMUFs55lqWzYUWwE0-%26lp=


Directors Message    
Well by now the glow of our successful 50th Anniversary BCA meet has faded a bit.  My glow, (from sunburn) 
from the first three days we were there has faded a bit.  Sunny hot and humid. Over all for me it was a fantastic 
event. If I missed greeting anyone of you that attended I am sorry. Each day there were meetings to attend. I was 
finally seated on the Board of Directors by 11:30 Friday morning. A 4 hour meeting! Even though I brought both 
of my cars I could only be at one at a time as Joan refused to be moved from the AC at the Registration or 
Hospitality buildings to be at the other car. Most of the time on the field was spent answering questions about the 
1925. This venue was perfect and I personally thanked Mr. Bulgari on several occasions. If you did not attend, 
you missed a great event. I believe I ran into about 10 of our M-D members during the meet.  One memory I will 
carry is the sight of the line of spectators, 2-3 city blocks long to be admitted to the Bulgari complex on Saturday 
morning.                                                                                                                                             
A few Mason–Dixon Members during Participation Awards distribution meeting Mr. Bulgari 

         
                 Dick Beckley               New Member Michael Crookham     John Kuchtiak and Victoria
After the Saturday deluge at 1:30 all were scrambling to secure their vehicles and the hospitality building was 
filled with soggy attendees. I happened to go past Mr. Bulgari who was lamenting to some of his staff that the rain 
had ruined the show. I interrupted to say even with the rain this will be one of the most memorable events I had 
ever attended. That night the banquet hosted about 2,000 attendees. We drove the 1937 from our Motel which was 
about 8 miles away in a steady rain. Thank God for “RAINX”. (I finally got around to installing my new wiper 
motor last week.) I was concerned about parking a great distance away from the Ag Center and running with an 
umbrella. As we approached the entrance the parking attendant saw our BCA tag and parked us between a 1966 
Electra and a 1941 Roadmaster. About 50’ from the entrance tent. The evening’s festivities started with a social 
gathering then went swiftly into the program. The meal was excellent and the serving set up was efficient. I was 
very pleased that our secretary Richard Sills received recognition for his work with the Buick Heritage Alliance 
and 2 awards for his Custom 1960 Electra produced by the GM Styling Studio:  “This Car Matters” award from the 
Historic Vehicle Association, based on its historical significance, and the “Spirit of BCA” award from the Buick 
Club. I must say we did not have enough time to meet with all and see the cars I wanted. 

                            
                    Richard Sills                                                      Mr. Bulgari speaking at the banquet.
  Just before the BCA meet our other event for the summer was the Club Picnic hosted by the Tom Busch’s at their 
home on the 24th of June. We had about 16 members attend. A fine meal was prepared by the Busch’s. Steaks and 
Crab cakes, sooo… delicious! As, was everyone else’s contributions. We had a short impromptu meeting pretty 
much ran by Joan. The topic was concerning a Christmas party. It was voted that Tom Busch will set up the 
location for the event. We will decide on a date at our October  meeting at West York Hoss's on the 2nd.



 Photos of some of the attendees at the picnic.
 

 Jack Ulrich and Dave Hare working for their supper.     Hostess and Host Busch attending the hungry.  

                                                      Line up of Buicks at the picnic.

Even new member Michael Crookham showed up in his 1966 Electra (at the far left) from Front Royal Va.
Joan and I are planning to attend the Old Car Festival at Henry Ford Museum and Greenfield Village, 
September 9th-11th.   Hope to see you at the October meeting.
Larry
           



In case you didn't notice...there was a 1960 Buick convertible that appeared to be an 
Electra 225..  Upon closer inspection, it was clear it was not exactly something that was a production model. 
The car was brought to the show by our own Richard Sills.  Here is the story. 

Larry asked me to send you a note about the awards presented to my 1960 Electra 225 convertible at the BCA 
50th Anniversary Meet in Allentown.   Given that it was basically a non-judged meet, I was surprised and delighted 
that my car was recognized with two major awards.  One is called the  “This Car Matters” award, and was presented 
by the Historic Vehicle Association.  The other was a “Spirit of BCA” award, presented by the Buick Club.   The 
HVA award is a large crystal bowl, and the BCA award is a large silver cup.  I put both of them back in their 
original packing boxes to transport them, and they took up almost the entire trunk compartment of the car I drove to 
Allentown.

 Attached is the only picture I have of the car, which was taken several years ago at a concours.   (Pete Phillips took 
a number of pictures of it in Allentown; and there was also a short article about it in a 2008 issue of the Bugle, after 
I displayed the car at the BCA National Meet in Flint that year.) 

The car was built by the GM Styling Studio for Harlow H. (“Red”) Curtice, the President of General Motors.   The 
1960 Buick was a stylish pace-setter in its own right – the first year with the Magic Mirror speedometer, and the last 
year with the starter under the accelerator pedal.  But this car has a number of unique features in addition.  The most 
noticeable differences are the tail-fins and tail-lights, which do not resemble those on the standard 1960 Buick.  The 
fins are pointed, without chrome surrounds, and the taillights are almost arrow-shaped.  (Some people have 
speculated that they resemble the taillights on a 1960 Oldsmobile or a 1959 Chevrolet, but these taillights have no 
part numbers, and are clearly one-of-a-kind.)   Because of these differences, the rear quarter panels have a unique 
sculptured design leading up to the tail-lights. 

 



On the deck lid, the car bears a one-of-a-kind Buick emblem, clearly of Buick heritage but not seen anywhere else.  
The ventiports on the front fenders are also of a different style – rectangular, rather than the “flattened C” design 
used on the standard models.   The interior features custom touches including unique pleated upholstery, stainless 
steel door hardware, and hidden storage compartments in both front armrests.  In each front door, there are two 
warning lights.  When each door is opened, there is a white light that illuminates, and a red light that flashes.   The 
chrome "GM STYLING" insignia adorns the bottom of each front fender, and a special data tag under the hood 
confirms the shop order number of this car within the GM Styling Studio. 

 

Mr. Curtice and Harley Earl (GM’s chief of styling) were contemporaries, and both retired at about the same time. 
  Mr. Curtice died in 1962, and the car was sold by General Motors Corporation for $2,500 to a gentleman who 
lived in Flint and probably worked for Buick.  He traded in his 1959 Electra 4-door hardtop, paid an additional 
$500, and financed the balance at $80 per month.  He owned the car for over 20 years, then gave it to his grandson.  
The grandson owned the car for a number of years, and eventually sold it.  By fortunate coincidence, I learned that 
the car was being sold, and was able to acquire it shortly thereafter.

 

I first saw the car at the second BCA National Meet, held in Flint in 1972.  I spent a good deal of time talking with 
the owner about the car’s interesting history and unique features.  Needless to say, I never imagined that I would 
someday own it.

 

The America on Wheels Museum in Allentown has asked me to lend the car for an exhibit there from October 2016 
through March 2017, and I have agreed to do so.  The exhibit will feature the styling of Cars of the 50s.  This car, 
although a 1960 model, is one of the last expressions of the 1950s genre of style. 

Richard

Thoughts on the show......
 

1.  An experience I will remember for the rest of my life was seeing the Buick Y-job driving past me, just a few feet 
from where I was standing, with Nicola Bulgari at the wheel, and Ed Welburn, GM’s recently-retired chief of 
styling, sitting shotgun.   And as if that wasn’t enough, it was followed closely by the Buick Bug, with a roaring 
engine emitting a delightful cloud of pre-pollution-control hydrocarbons.  (Perfume to the old car enthusiast!)    

 

2.  I was most impressed by the kindness and helpfulness of every single person I encountered who was involved 
with any detail of the meet.  This started with the folks who directed us where to park when we first arrived, and the 
ones handling the registration, and the ones giving out the bottles of cold water during the heat of the show days.  It 
also included the folks who supplied umbrellas and golf carts to drive people from the shelter of the building to the 
places where our respective cars were parked after the deluge started on Saturday.  (This courtesy was provided 
without anyone asking them to do this.)   And, as you noted, it included the people who guided us to parking spaces 
at the Saturday banquet location, making sure that all the antique cars were parked in a position of safety and 
prominence.  Finally, it included the folks who were very kind in showing me where to park at the end of the meet 



to wait for my car trailer to arrive.  In making this list, I am sure I am inadvertently omitting many other acts of 
extraordinary kindness and consideration.

 

Sometimes at car events, we find that people who are put in charge of a particular function or operation let their 
authority go to their head, and tend to issue orders rather than being solicitous of the attendees’ concerns.  But at 
this meet, I noticed a remarkable and consistent level of courtesy, helpfulness, and kindness.  It is appreciated.

 

Richard

Pictures from the BCA National Show

                                                                                                                                                                           Rare 1942 Buick



                                                                                                                             John Kuchtiak's 66GS & John Hess's 66 Riviera GS....the only '66
                                                                                                                             Riviera there (50 th anniversary year)....no 1967 Riv's either!

                                         What a place!!!                                                                                                   Buick Bug in action!!

               “Y JOB” on the road                                                                                           from the rear...WOW!



                                                The legendary “Y Job”

Professional Car Show Meet
Sorry if any other Mason-Dixon chapter members did not make the Professional Car Society event on August 20th. 
Joan and I had a great time and made some new friends. We, as a club, were invited by phone message in January 
and later by letter. That was the information I had John Hess send out in the Porthole. It was an easy 30 mile drive 
to Gettysburg for us in the 1937. The Wyndam Motel at the intersection of routes 15 and 30 is a great venue for this 
type of car show. When we arrived, we were thanked profusely by the PCS staff for bringing our car to participate 
as a display vehicle. We were in good company as I was parked next to a 1937 Packard on one side and a 1938 
Cadillac limousine on the other. Nearby was also a 1934 Cadillac formal sedan. Bill Wessel pulled up with a 1940 
Cadillac convertible sedan with the top down. I offered to show him where we were parked so he gave me a ride in 
his car! There was also a 1956 Packard 2 Door, a 1950 Chevrolet pick Up and a Shelby in the lineup of the invited 
other car makes we shared the field with. 
The collection of over 75 Hearses, ambulances, flower cars, and a 1929 Chevrolet Delivery Truck for the UTZ 
potato chip company was quite unlike anything we had ever seen before. The displays spanned from the 1870s 
horse drawn vehicles to 2010s. I made sure I had all my Mason-Dixon/BCA information to distribute, the club 
banner to display etc… but I forgot my camera!
I made connection with some potential new members from the area. I counted 3 Buick ambulances, a 1940 Flixable 
that was at Allentown, a 1960, and a 1964 also that was at Allentown.
During our stay we came across Skip Boyer and his wife also our M/D secretary Richard Sills. Warm but dry sunny 
day made for a great show.
Larry



Please Note....if you'd like to submit any information, articles, cars for sale...whatever....contact newsletter 
editor   John  Hess  at  (717) 757-7666  or via email at:     hocusfocus@verizon.net   or  via  snail mail at    

1285 Christensen Rd., York, Pa. 17402.

Wanted old signs, automobilia, petroliana, old gas pumps, barber shop collectables, etc. 
Contact Dick Beckley at  dbeckley@epix.net ,  phone  717-395-7128.   PO Box 128,  Lewisberry, PA 
17339.

For Sale
Parts For Sale     

 Set of 1969 Electra tail lights. Used condition.     $50.00
  1969 Electra 4 dr. Rocker stainless.           $20.00

           1949 Buick radio with nice chrome grill.    $100.00   
1969 Le Sabre Convertible deck lid. $50

1937 series 40 fenders, hood, headlight pods and misc. pieces from Jack Frank’s estate.
 If someone needs it I may have it. 

     
Larry DiBarry 717-263-3804  

Needed

Fred White is in need of the left rear tail light assembly for his 1970 Estate wagon, since he 
was rear ended.  If you can help, call Fred at    717-767-8903
 

mailto:dbeckley@epix.net


For Sale
This car, a 1928 model 48 Coupe, was almost to a point of completion on a good amateur restoration several years ago. 
Running/driving with new paint, plating, upholstery, new tires etc. The owner then decided to street rod it.         He 
wishes to sell the following. The running gear complete, axles, refinished wood wheels, new WW tires (2002), springs. 
Also has extra parts, radiator shell, also a 1929 radiator. Fenders, hood, misc. engine parts. He said the engine ran well 
and did not smoke. He did not know of the accurate mileage when they bought the car in unrestored original condition. I 
am just forwarding his information. I believe they are looking for $5,000 OBO. Things were covered up in tight quarters 
and I was only able to get these photos.

 If interested contact: John Neville ,    Welles Tannery PA.    Phone:  814-932-0781  or  814-685-3646

For Sale



1982 Buick Regal Limited,   automatic transmission, 2-door, V-6, one owner, non-smoker, no accidents. 
Charcoal exterior, light gray landau top, poor bumpers (resulting in failed inspection), minimal rust spots.  Air 
conditioning, tilt steering wheel, rear window defroster, light gray velour upholstery.  Mileage:  153,844.  Does not 
start.  Would make an ideal restoration piece.. Asking price: $2,500.00,   Contact Deb Prentice  717-712-1220 
(work, 8:30am-5pm, M-F),  717-737-1597 (home, after 6pm) 

For Sale
I am in Carlisle and am trying to sell my father's car...and since you are nearby I'm hoping you might be 
able to give me some help/advice

My name is Donna Huston and my number is 717-385-4779, email is 80yellowvette@Comcast.net...I'd 
appreciate any and all help you can give me and I look forward to hearing from you



For Sale

Gordon & Cindy Johnston, members of the Metro chapter of the BCA are moving to CA.  They wish to sell their '37 
Buick Roadmaster pictured here and are requesting to place it in the “Porthole”.  The car is located in Olney, MD. 
Asking price is $30K.  Best way to reach Gordon:   Johnstongj@aol  .  

For Sale  Hi All!  I have decided to sell my dad's 1941 Century sedan. Basically a nice original 
well maintained car, early production model in very good condition. I am asking $22,500 and hope to place it in a 
good home. If you may have an interest or know of someone who might please have them contact me.I also have 
parts, literature, tools and a couple of old V8 Ford's I will be selling as well.  Best Regards,
Hank Reus, Jr
Cell (410) 499-6196 
Home (410) 377-8331     

mailto:Johnstongj@aol.com
mailto:Johnstongj@aol



